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LUXEMBOURG (LUXEMBURG) 

The county of Luxembourg (Luxemburg) formed a major fragment of the duchy of Lorraine. Early marriage 
ties with the Saxon dynasty of German kings elevated the status of the dynasty. In 1136 the throne was inherited 
by the house of Namur, and in 1147 by the house of Limburg. The election of count Heinrich VII as German 
king in 1308 allowed the counts of Luxembourg to cultivate a new power base in Bohemia and Moravia, where 
count Johann became king. With emperor Karl IV (count Karl I) and his sons the Luxembourgs became a major 
central European power, and Luxembourg itself became a duchy in 1354. With its actual rulers now perpetually 
absent, the duchy was administered by a series of administrators drawn from members of the ducal house, to 
whom the territory would be pledged. In 1443 both the titular duke and the actual administrator ceded 
Luxembourg to the Valois duke Philippe II the Good of Burgundy and the duchy became part of the 
Burgundian Netherlands, passing by inheritance to the house of Habsburg in 1481. On the abdication of the 
emperor Karl V in 15 56, Luxembourg rested with the Spanish Habsburgs with few interruptions until it passed 
to the Austrian branch of the dynasty in 1714. After a long French occupation during the Revolutionary and 
Napoleonic Wars, Luxembourg became a grand duchy in personal union with the kingdom of the Netherlands 
in 1814. On the death of Wilhelm III of Orange-Nassau without male heir, the grand duchy was inherited by his 
distant cousin, the deposed duke Adolf of Nassau-Weilburg, and became a sovereign nation; by this time 
Luxembourg had lost more than half of its earlier territory. In 1964 the throne was inherited by the house of 
Bourbon-Parma, but the official designation of the ruling house remained unchanged. 

Somewhat arbitrarily names are given in German down to 1795 and in French from 1815. 

Counts and dukes of Luxembourg 

House ofWigerich 

963—998 Siegfried ... son of count Wigerich; count in Moselgau 
998—1026 Heinrich I ... son of Siegfried 
& 998—1019 Friedrich I ... son of Siegfried 
1026—1047 Heinrich II ... son of Friedrich I 
& 1026—1059 Giselbert ... son of Friedrich I 
& 1026—1065 Friedrich II ... son of Friedrich I 

1059—1086 Konrad I ... son of Giselbert; count of Luxembourg 
1086—1096 Heinrich III ... son of Konrad I 

& 1086—1131 Wilhelm I ... son of Konrad I 
1131 —1136 Konrad II ... son ofWilhelm I 

House of Namur 

113 6—1196 Heinrich IV, the Blind ... son of count Godefroy of Namur by Ermesinde, daughter of Konrad I 

House of Hohenstaufen 

1196— 1197 Otto ... son of emperor Friedrich I; abdicated, died 1200 
House of Namur 

1197— 1247 Ermesinde ... daughter of Heinrich IV 

& 1197—1214 Theobald of Bar... husband of Ermesinde; son of count Renaud II of Bar 

& 1214—1226 Walram of Limburg ... married Ermesinde; son of duke Heinrich III of Limburg 
House of Limburg 

1247—1281 Heinrich V, the Blond ... son of Walram and Ermesinde 

1281 — 1288 Heinrich VI, the Damned ... son of Heinrich V 

1288—1313 Heinrich VII ... son of Heinrich VI; Empire 1308—1313 

1313 — 1346 Johann, the Blind ... son of Heinrich VII; Bohemia 1310—1346 

1346—1353 Karl I 1 ... son ofjohann; abdicated; Empire and Bohemia 1346—1378 

1353 —1383 Wenzel I ... son ofjohann; duke 1354 

1383 — 1419 Wenzel II ... son of Karl I; Bohemia 1378—1419; Empire 1378—1400 

(regency ofjohann of Gorlitz, son of Karl I, 1386—1388; deposed, died 139 6) 

(regency of Jobst of Moravia, son of margrave Jan Jindrich of Moravia, son ofjohann, 1388—1411) 


Originally named Wenzel (Vaclav). 
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(regency of Elisabeth of Gorlitz, daughter of Johann, 141 1 —1443 1 * 3 ; abdicated, died 1451) 
1419—1437 Sigismund ... son of Karl I; Hungary 1387—1437; Empire 1410—1437; Bohemia 1419—1437 
House of Habsburg (Austria) 

1437—1439 Albrecht I (II) ... husband of Elisabeth, daughter of Sigismund; son of duke Albrecht IV of 
Austria; Empire 1438—1439 
HotiseofWettin (Saxony) 

1439—1443 Wilhelm II, the Brave ... husband of Anna, daughter of Albrecht I; son of elector Friedrich I 
of Saxony; abdicated; renewed claim 1457—1469; died 1481 
Valois House of Burgundy 

1443 — 1467 Philipp I, the Good... son of duke Jean of Burgundy; regent since 1441 
1467—1477 Karl II, the Rash ... son of Philipp I 
1477—1481 Maria ... daughter of Karl II 

& 1477—1481 Maximilian ... married Maria; son of emperor Friedrich III; Empire 1493 —1519 
House of Habsburg (Austria/Spain) 

1481—1506 Philipp II (Felipe I), the Handsome ... son ofMaximilian and Maria; Castile 1504—1506 
1506—1556 Karl III (V) (Carlos I) ... son of Philipp IE; abdicated; Aragon and Castile 1516—1556; 
Naples and Sicily 1516—1554; Empire 1519—1558 

1556—1598 Philipp III (Felipe II), the Prudent... son of Karl III; Naples and Sicily 1554—1598; England 
1554—1558; Aragon and Castile 1556—1598; Portugal 1581 — 1598 
1598—1601 Philipp IV (Felipe III), the Pious ... son of Philipp III; abdicated; Aragon, Castile, Naples, 
Sicily, Portugal 1598—1611 

1601 —1611 Isabella ... daughter of Philipp III; abdicated, died 1633 
& 1601 —1611 Albrecht II ... husband of Isabella; son of emperor Maximilian II 

1611—1665 Philipp V (Felipe IV), the Great... son of Philipp IV; Aragon, Castile, Naples, Sicily 1611 — 
1665; Portugal 1611 —1640 

1665 —1700 Karl III (Carlos II), the Beivitched ... son of Philipp V 4 ; also Aragon, Castile, Naples, Sicily 
House of Bourbon (France/Spain) 

1700—1711 Philipp VI (Felipe V) ... son ofLouis, son ofking Louis XIV of France; deposed; Aragon and 
Castile 1700—1714; Naples and Sicily 1700—1713; Spain 1714—1746 
House of Wittelsbach (Bavaria) 

1711—1714 Maximilian Emanuel ... son of elector Ferdinand Maria of Bavaria; replaced, died 1726 
House of Habsburg (Austria) 

1714—1740 Karl IV (VI) ... son of emperor Leopold I; Empire, Hungary, Bohemia 1711 —1740; Naples 
1713 —1734; Sardinia 1713 —1720; Sicily 1720—1734 
1740—1780 Maria Theresia ... daughter of Karl IV; also Hungary and Bohemia 

1780—1790 Joseph (II) ... son of Maria Theresia by emperor Franz I; also Hungary and Bohemia; Empire 
1765-1790 

1790—1792 Leopold (II) ... brother of Joseph; also Empire, Hungary, Bohemia 

1792—1795 Franz (II) ... son of Leopold; deposed; Empire 1792—1806, Hungary and Bohemia 1792— 
1835; Austria 1804—1835 
1795 —1814 (to France) 

Grand dukes of Luxembourg 

House of Orange-Nassau (Netherlands) 

1815 — 1840 Guillaume I (Willem I) ... son of stadholder Willem V of the Netherlands; also Netherlands; 
abdicated, died 1843 

1840—1849 Guillaume II (Willem II) ... son of Guillaume I; also Netherlands 
1849—1890 Guillaume III (Willem III) ... son of Guillaume II; also Netherlands 

1 Associated with her husbands Anton of Burgundy, son of duke Philippe II of Burgundy, in 1411 —1415, and 

Johann of Bavaria, son of duke Albrecht I of Bavaria, in 1418—1425. 

3 French occupation 1543 — 1545. 

4 French occupation 1684—1697. 
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House of Nassau 
1890—1905 
1905—1911 
1912—1919 
1919—1964 
1964—2000 
2000— 


-Weilburg 

Adolphe ... son of duke Wilhelm of Nassau-Weilburg 
Guillaume IV ... son of Adolphe 

Marie-Adela'ide ... daughter of Guillaume IV; abdicated, died 1924 
Charlotte ... daughter of Guillaume IV 5 ; abdicated, died 1985 

Jean ... son of Charlotte by Felix of Bourbon-Parma, son of duke Roberto of Parma; abdicated 
Henri ... son of Jean 


5 In exile during German occupation 1940—1945. 



